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Since this is a very extensive table, the format and content has not been edited by ActaDV. 

Table SIII. Clinical characteristics of reports of delusional infestation associated with recreational drug abuse 
Author 
(reference) 

Associated drug Dose (mg 
/day) 

Naranjo 
Score  

Age 
(years) 

 Sex 
(M/F) 

Treatment Outcome Comorbidity/ 
Medical history 

Medication before DI onset (dose) 

Buscarino et al. 
(27) 

Amphetamine 30 5 57 F D/ amphetamine DI resolved in 1 week Chronic fatigue, Epstein–
Barr infection, mild 
gastroesophageal reflux 

Duloxetine (60 mg/day), levothyroxine 
(NS), omeprazole (NS) 

Yeh et al. (28) Amphetamine NS 5 26 M D/ amphetamine 
Start aripiprazole (2.5 
mg/day) 

DI resolved in 1 
month 

NS – 

Howes et al. 
(38) 

Atomoxatine 50 5 38 F D/ atomoxetine  
Start olanzapine 5 mg/day 

DI improved after d/c 
atomoxetine but 
resolved after start 
olanzapine 

ADHD – 

Stanciu et al. 
(29) 

Amphetamine Max. 120 
Min. 40 

3 Late 
30s 

F D/ amphetamine 
Start risperidone (4.0 
mg/day) 

DI resolved in 6 
weeks 

History of crack and 
cocaine abuse 

– 

Elliott et al. (32) Cocaine NS 3  48 F Failed to follow-up NS COPD, cardio-myopathy Pantoprazole 
Jagt et al. (33) Cocaine/heroin NS 3  48 M D/ cocaine and heroin  

Start quetiapine 600 mg 
Less preoccupation, 
however no 
resolution DI 

(temporary) heroin 
abstinence  

Heroin 

Krauseneck et 
al. (37) 

Pemoline NS 3  39 M D/ pemoline 
Start fluspirilene (NS) 

DI resolved History of drug abuse 
(alcohol, cannabis, 
psychostimulants and 
opioids)  

Alcohol, tranquilizers, cannabis, 
stimulants, opioids, methadone, 
diazepam 

Beach et al. (30) Amphetamine  60 3 35 F D/ amphetamine salts 
Start risperidone (2 
mg/day) 

DI resolved in a few 
days 

HCV, drug dependency Clonazepam (1.5 m/day), zolpidem, 
buprenorphine & naloxone combination 
(16 mg/day), sertraline (150 mg/day), 
omeprazole (1.5 mg/day) 

Marschall et al. 
(31) 

Amphetamine NS 2 34 F D/ amphetamine DI resolved NS NS 

Freudenmann et 
al. (36) 

Cannabis 1 joint/day 2  27 F D/ cannabis 
Start aripiprazole (10 
mg/day) 

DI resolved in 2 
weeks 

History of 
(meth)amphetamine and 
ecstasy abuse  

Alcohol   

Ahmad et al. 
(34) 

Cocaine NS 1  28 M Start pimozide (NS), 
trifluoperazine (NS) and 
olanzapine (NS) 

Partial recovery DI  History of cocaine and 
alcohol abuse and 
depression 

NS 

Brewer et al. 
(35) 

Cocaine NS 1  37 F NS NS NS NS 

Brewer et al. 
(35) 

Cocaine NS 1  39 M NS NS NS NS 

DI: delusional infestation; NS: not specified; D/: discontinued; –: none; ADHD: attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder; COPD: chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; M: male; F: female. 
 


