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Fig. S1. Quality assessment using Revised Cochrane risk-of-bias tool 

 
  



Fig. S2. Change of SCORAD score in patients with atopic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls 

 
Fig. S3. Change of EASI score in patients with atopic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls 

 
Fig. S4. Change of POEM score in patients with atopic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls 

 
Fig. S5. Change of VAS score in patients with atopic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls 

 
  



Fig. S6. Change of DLQI score in patients with atopic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls 

 
Fig. S7. Global improvement in patients with chronic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls (1: topical 

corticosteroids, 2:oral antihistamine) 

 
Fig. S8. Change of EASI score in patients with chronic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls (1: topical 

corticosteroids, 2:oral antihistamine) 

 
  

Group by
medication

Study name Statistics for each study Std diff in means and 95% CI

Std diff Standard Lower Upper 
in means error Variance limit limit Z-Value p-Value

1.00 Wang et al, 2011 -0.184 0.255 0.065 -0.683 0.315 -0.723 0.469
1.00 Zou et al, 2016 -0.647 0.259 0.067 -1.154 -0.140 -2.503 0.012
1.00 Liang et al, 2016 -0.543 0.263 0.069 -1.059 -0.028 -2.067 0.039
1.00 Liu et al, 2017 -0.222 0.259 0.067 -0.730 0.285 -0.858 0.391
1.00 Li et al, 2017 0.783 0.268 0.072 0.258 1.308 2.922 0.003
1.00 -0.165 0.248 0.061 -0.651 0.321 -0.667 0.505
2.00 Jiao et al, 2015 -0.232 0.263 0.069 -0.749 0.284 -0.882 0.378
2.00 Li et al, 2018 (a) -1.272 0.283 0.080 -1.826 -0.717 -4.492 0.000
2.00 Li et al, 2018 (b) -0.890 0.271 0.073 -1.420 -0.359 -3.288 0.001
2.00 -0.791 0.304 0.093 -1.388 -0.195 -2.600 0.009
Overall -0.415 0.192 0.037 -0.792 -0.038 -2.159 0.031
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Fig. S9. Change of VAS score in patients with chronic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls (1: topical 

corticosteroids, 2:oral antihistamine) 

 
Fig. S10. Change of DLQI score in patients with chronic eczema. Acupuncture versus controls (1: topical 

corticosteroids, 2:oral antihistamine) 

 
Fig. S11. Funnel plot of global improvement in patients with chronic eczema. Trim and fill test added 3 

studies (black circle) to the left.  
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