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The criteria for study inclusion were: i) women with hidradenitis suppurativa who were pregnant or 
planning to conceive, ii) treated with biologic therapy within 3 months before pregnancy 
(preconception period) or during pregnancy (any trimester), iii) studies reporting pregnancy, fetal 
and neonatal outcomes, iv) randomized controlled trials and non-randomized studies (cohort studies, 
case-control studies, case series, case reports, and patient registries). 

Fig S1. PRISMA flow chart illustrating the study selection process. Figure adapted from 
https://www.prisma-statement.org/ 

aIn these situations, the most recent article was included in the review. 

Records or citations identified 
from: 
• Databases (n = 251) 
o PubMed (n = 9) 
o Scopus (n = 167) 
o Web of Science (n = 26) 
o Embase (n = 49) 

• Registries (n = 0) 

Records removed before screening: 
• Duplicates (n = 67) 
• Deemed ineligible using automated tools 

(n = 0) 
• Excluded for other reasons (n = 0) 

Records screened (n = 184) Excluded (n = 113) 

Records retrieved (n = 71) Not retrieved (n = 0) 

Records assessed for inclusion 
(n = 71) 

Excluded, with reasons: 
• Meta-analyses, narrative or systematic 

reviews, book chapter, survey, expert 
consensus, in vitro/animal studies (n = 42) 

• Biological therapy for psoriasis, 
rheumatic or gastroenterological 
autoimmune diseases (n = 3) 

• No information on outcomes of 
pregnancies exposed to biological therapy 
(n = 16) 

• Only paternal, neonatal, or postpartum 
exposure (n = 2) 

• Same population as another included 
studya (n = 1) 

Studies included in the review 
(n = 7) 

Included study records 
(n = 7) 

Selection of studies from databases and registries 
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