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Introduction 
Getting to know about epidermolysis bullosa presents 

special problems to those who study its pathogenesis, or 

who care for a patient, perhaps for the first time. It is a 

heterogeneous family of blistering diseases (indeed it takes 

an extended family to accommodate the acquisita form), 

with a complex and still evolving genealogy. Descriptions 

of its appearance, forms of treatment, and attempts to 

explain its pathogeneses, are scattered through a wide 

variety of dermatological, surgical, paediatric, pathological, 

general medical, scientific and nursing journals, covering 

over a century of publication. Our bibliography brings 

together this diverse literature of more than 1300 titles up 

to the end of 1986. 

Articles have been taken from Index Medicus and 

arranged chronologically. Although cross-checks against 

reviews suggest that the list is complete, I apologise for the 

inevitable omissions and mistakes. The older literature is 

a minefield of confusion, made worse by changing fashions 

of abbreviation, and where we were unable to check 

references at source we have been obliged to repeat doubt­

ful or incomplete citations. 

I am greatly indebted to David Pearce for his patient 

work in the library, to Jenny Stewart for her meticulous 

secretarial effort, and to the Dystrophic Epidermolysis 

Bullosa Research Association for their encouragement and 

support. The Association can be contacted through the 

Director, Mrs. Mary Freeland MBE, at 7 Sandhurst Lodge, 

Wokingham Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire RGll 7QD. 
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