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443 titles and abstracts
identified from
PubMed and EMBASE

388 studies discarded 
-ineligible study designs
  or not relevant

55 abstracts reviewed

31 studies discarded
-ineligible study designs
  or no relevant outcomes

24 full text articles
reviewed

5 studies discarded 
- no quantification of
   association (n=2)
- no relevant outcomes (n=2)
- ineligible study design (pre-
   transplant immuno-
   suppression) (n=1)

13 eligible studies,
6 Review articles

14 further studies
identified
(Total  n=27)

20 eligible to be
included in the
meta-analysis

7 studies discarded 
-not independent (n=7)

Fig. S1. Flow chart of literature search for studies on the association between solid organ transplantation 
and risk of melanoma.
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Appendix S1

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS AND METHODS

Search strategy to identify cohorts of transplant recipients 
reporting risk of melanoma.
PubMed
Medical subject headings terms
1.	“Melanoma” or “Neoplasms”
2.	“Transplants” or “Transplantation”
3.	“Cohort Studies” and “Etiology”
4.	“Case Reports” or “Editorial” or “Letter” or “Comment” or 

“Therapeutics” or “Case-Control Studies”
Text terms
1.	“cancer”
2.	“transplant”
3.	“cohort” and “risk”
4.	“treatment”
Search String
1 AND 2 AND 3 NOT 4
Limits
Human Studies
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