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Preface

In August 1998 an Olympiad had passed since the first
symposium of the Nordic countries on `Craniofacial
GrowthÐMechanisms and Study Methods'. Inspired by
the success of the first meeting we had the pleasure of
arranging the second symposium in this series, subtitled
`Abnormal Growth and Craniofacial Aberrations', at
Balingsholm Conference Centre in Huddinge, Sweden.
Forty-seven delegates and 15 keynote speakers from 13
different countries were invited.

The principal aims were to give research students
intensive exposure to senior researchers and those in the
front line of craniofacial research, and to provide bridges
between the disciplines working closely with craniofacial
anomalies: genetics, orthodontics, and pedodontics.

The program comprised a mixture of scientific and
social activities. The symposium was formally opened by
Prof. BjoÈrn Klinge, Dean of the Faculty of Odontology,
Karolinska Institutet, and Prof. Folke LagerloÈ f, Editor of
Acta Odontologica Scandinavica. Invited experts gave lectures
on topics related to abnormal craniofacial growth,
followed by lively discussions. A separate poster session
was arranged during the first afternoon.

Among the social highlights were a performance by a
charming local singing quartet, a walk along a nature trail

ending with an introduction to Finnish health treatment,
and a brilliant concert given by the European Medical
Student Orchestra. As a culmination we watched a
marvelous fireworks display over StroÈmmen in Stockholm
and had a late supper with schnapps and pyttipanna, a
traditional Swedish dish.

We are pleased that the foundation of Acta Odontologica
Scandinavica agreed to publish this special issue containing
condensed versions of all the keynote lectures. We would
like to thank Professor LagerloÈf for inviting us to be the
Guest Editors of this issue, and especially all of the
contributors for their patience and loyalty throughout the
disciplined editorial process.

Financial support from Nordisk Forskerutdanningsakad-
emi (NorFA), the Swedish Medical Research Council, the
Faculty of Odontology, Karolinska Institutet, and Forshaga
DentaldepaÊ made it possible to carry out this activity with
reasonable individual expenses. Our cordial thanks go to
these sponsors. Finally, we wish to acknowledge Christine
AlvbaÈck and Dr. Inta Zepa for their irreplaceable help and
support in planning and realizing the symposium.

Jan Huggare GoÈran DahlloÈf
Guest Editor Guest Editor
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