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Variable recoding 

Tooth brushing frequency and date of last visit to a dentist were dichotomised into: 

toothbrushing  ≥ 2 or < 2 times a day and last dentist visit ≥ 2 or < 2 years ago. Level of 

education was stratified according to the CBS 2019 grouping (low, middle, high)  (48). The 

reasons for forgone professional oral healthcare were categorised into: financial reasons, fear 

of the dentist/dental treatment and/or embarrassment of dentition, fear of having undocumented 

status discovered, not needing professional oral healthcare, personal circumstances, difficult 

access to professional oral healthcare, and no reason. Some participants gave multiple answers, 

which were counted in multiple categories. This resulted in a total prevalence that exceeds 

100%. As per author instructions, the DiPCare-Q dimensions material deprivation (0–8 points) 

and health deprivation (0–3 points) were scaled into three and two levels, respectively. Items in 

the social deprivation dimension were recoded so no-answers were equal to one point, whereas 

yes-answers in the material and health dimensions were equal to one point. Recoded data were 

used for analysing and calculating the overall DiPCare-Q index (27). 
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