
BOOK REVIEWS

Acta Oncologica Vol. 41, No. 5, 495

Challenging Inequities in Health

T. Evans, M. Whitehead, F. Diderichsen, A. Bhuiya,
M. Wirth, editors
Oxford University Press:The Rockefeller Foundation,
2001
ISBN: 0-19-513739-6
Paperback

This book represents the results of the painstaking and ad-
mirable work of researchers in health care from all over the world
gathered together in the Global Health Equity Inititative. They
provide in-depth analyses of the assessment, causes and possible
solutions to the disparities in health both within countries and
between countries. Although progress has been made in many
parts of the world, even in some of the poorest, some parts of the
world have actually experienced sharp declines in life expectancy
during the past 10–20 years. Analyses are presented of health
inequities in different parts of the world representing different
levels of economic development and political systems, and focus-
ing on political and socio-economic differences, health care
� nancing mehtods, gender, race, and educational level. There is
little material speci� cally on cancer and cancer treatment. In large
parts of the world cancer is evidently not the most pressing health
problem. For the cancer specialist there is therefore mostly infor-
mation of more general interest.

This book is highly recommended for anyone engaged in tack-
ling the immense inequalities of health and health care on a global
scale.
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Flow Cytometric Analysis of Hematologic Neoplasms, 2nd
Edition
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Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2002, 276 pp
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Price: USD 169.- Hardbound

The title of this color atlas is misleading as this book is a
comprehensive atlas and text of the diagnosis of malignant

lymphomas and hematologic neoplasms. :Besides and introduc-
tion to � ow cytometric immunophenotyping of hematologic neo-
plasms and its use in the diagnosis, this book gives a wide
diagnostic approach to the diagnosis of malignant lymphomas
and hematologic malignancies (morphology, including histologic
pattern as well as cytologic features immunohistochemistry,
molecular genetics and clinical manifestations). The illustrations
are generally good and a number of tables sum up characteristic
morphologic features and salient diagnostic features for each
entity. Calssi� cation is based on the revised European-American
classi� cation (REAL) and the WHO classi� cation of hematologic
neoplasms. The reference list is up-to date.

This atlas should be an important diagnostic asset to patholo-
gists, cytologists, oncologists and hematologists, especially for
residents.
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Happily the treatment of cancer has been more successful with
time. Advances in radiotherapy, chemotherapy and supportive
care have, however, increased the incidence of oncologic emergen-
cies derived from metastases to organs as nervous systems or
bones. For a long time there has been a need for a comprehensive
textbook on oncologic emergencies—and here it is!

The emergency-speci� c chapters are written by several authors
but they are structred in a consistent and logical way. They are of
high standard and give highly relevant information. The suggested
reading lists are extensive and up to date. The signs, symptoms
and management of the emergencies are well illustrated with
tables and � gures of high standard.

I am sure that a copy of this book will � nd a place on oncology
department shelves.
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