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Appendix S1. Complete search strategy in the electronic database PubMed structured according to the Population Intervention 
Comparison Outcome (PICO) method

Search PICO Query

1 P Coronavirus
2 P SARS-CoV-2
3 P COVID
4 P COVID-19
5 P Coronavirus patient*
6 P SARS-CoV-2 patient*
7 P COVID patient*
8 P COVID-19 patient*
9 P COVID-19 elderly patient*
10 P ”SARS-CoV-2”[MeSH]
11 P 1 OR 2 OR 3 OR 4 OR 5 OR 6 OR 7 OR 8 OR 9 OR 10
12 I Physical therapy
13 I Physiotherapy 
14 I Exercise therapy
15 I Exercise 
16 I Endurance training
17 I Chest physiotherapy
18 I Respiratory physiotherapy
19 I Respiratory physical therapy
20 I Breathing exercises
21 I Strength training
22 I Strength exercise*
23 I Rehabilitation 
24 I Pulmonary rehabilitation
25 I Early rehabilitation
26 I Early mobilisation*
27 I Cardiopulmonary rehabilitation
28 I Tele-rehabilitation
29 I Exercise program
30 I Training program
31 I Geriatric rehabilitation
32 I ”Physical Therapy Modalities”[MeSH]
33 I Aerobic exercise
34 I 12 OR 13 OR 14 OR 15 OR 16 OR 17 OR 18 OR 19 OR 20 OR 21 OR 22 OR 23 OR 24 OR 25 OR 26 OR 27 OR 28 OR 29 OR 30 OR 31 OR 32 OR 33
35 PI 11 AND 34

Search 35 was used to find eligible records. The same search strategy was used and adapted for the Web of Science and Scopus databases.

Supplementary material to article by R. Debeuf et al.“Effect of physical therapy on impairments in COVID-19 
patients from intensive care to home rehabilitation: A rapid review”


